
Websites for Kids (and Parents!)    Reviewed by Lesli Ficker 
These sites have been reviewed with the following criteria in mind: Alignment to current state math standards, contain a teaching 
component, student interest and engagement and ease of access.                   
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Calculation Nation (Grade 3+), recommended 
by NCTM (National Council for Teachers of 
Mathematics). Free registration allows players to 
challenge themselves or challenge others.  
 
Playing the games reinforce conceptual 
understanding of mathematics. If a mistake is made, 
there is a component that explains why and offers 
visual support for understanding. 
 
I registered and challenged myself (playing against 
the computer). The first round of each I was mainly 
focused on learning how to play the games. Once I 
knew how to play, I was impressed with the games. I 
think children will find them very entertaining and may 

not even notice how embedded they are in learning and reinforcing mathematics! I am not comfortable 
playing ‘others’ so I strictly played ‘the computer.’ I can see many students wanting to beat the computer 
and focusing on learning the strategies to improve their scores.  
 
http://calculationnation.nctm.org/Games/ForEducators.aspx

 
Additional games, activities, 
lessons are available free from 
NCTM on the Illuminations 
site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://calculationnation.nctm.org/Games/ForEducators.aspx


MathWhizz (K-8) is a web-based subscription site. ($19.99/month for families – or contact your school 
to inquire about a $50/year subscription.) MW has a strong teaching component built in to animations and 
after a placement test (which kids may not even recognize as a ‘test’ because of the way animations are 
built into the assessment). MW then selects topics based on this assessment.  
 
Points are ‘earned’ and can be ‘spent’ on pets, games, toys that they bring into their “bedroom” (study 
room) that is the home screen for MW. They must keep playing to earn points if they want to be able to 
feed their pets and water their plants (or they disappear!).  
 

Content ranges from kindergarten through 8th 
grade. MathWhizz is used in grades K-8 in 
various schools in the Salem-Keizer district 
and is praised by students, parents and 
teachers. Schools that have 60 or more 
licenses have access to the Teacher Resource 
(access to all animations in MW) that allows 
them to select and use specific animations to 
support regular math instruction in the 
classroom. 
 
http://www.whizz.us/
 

 
A Maths Dictionary for Kids  For reference, this is a 
wonderful, Interactive math dictionary. This comes 
recommended by teachers and parents. Children find it fun to 
just explore various vocabulary once they are here. For 
parents who are curious or need a little ‘refresher’ 
information, this may be just the resource. Ctrl/Click on 
picture or link below: 
http://www.teachers.ash.org.au/jeather/maths/dictionary.html
 
 
 
 

 
 Visual Mathematics Dictionary  This may appeal to 
the older student, but it is another solid reference resource. 
It is organized by grade band, then alphabetically. Mouse 
over the diagrams and you will ‘see’ deeper explanations of 
concepts and terms. Control/Click on picture or the link 
below. 

http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/ecollab/washoemath/dictionary/vmd/system/grd-35-index.htm
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FIGURE THIS! Another NCTM recommended resource! Many fun, engaging mathematical 
challenges targeted to families. Check out the Family corner, or navigate to the index of activities to find a 
fun challenge. They will keep children thinking….and parents, too.  

Content is targeted to middle 
schoolers, but could provide 
appropriate challenges for upper 
elementary students who are 
showing mastery of grade level 
content and are ready for more. 
http://www.figurethis.org/index.ht
ml   
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