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By the end of September, students will be divided into 5-6 small reading groups based on reading needs. Reading levels are determined by assessments that include the Diagnostic Reading Inventory (DRA), a comprehensive baseline assessmnet and by informal reading assessment using leveled books.


Students will learn a variety of skills such as how to blend sounds together and to change sounds to make new words, sight word recognition, building vocabulary, making predictions, identifying characters, setting, problem, solution, and retelling a story using correct sequence of events.


Students have frequent opportunities to engage in independent and partner reading throughout the day. Our class will use a management system called the Daily 5. The Daily 5 consists of five meaningful literacy activities that include Read to Self, Read to Someone, Work on Writing, Word Work, and Listen to Reading.


Each of the five activities develops skills in the areas of comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and expanded vocabulary. Students will work on building stamina to work independently, engaged in the Daily 5 while the teacher leads small group and individual conferring sessions. Students will learn in a variety of formats including whole group, small group and individual instruction. There will be an emphasis on goal setting for each student. Goals will be set and discussed during individual or small group sessions with me. 





 








1. General Overview of what your child will learn this year: Social studies, science and health will be integrated into reading, writing and math. Please plan on visiting the 103 website at � HYPERLINK "http://sumptera6.weebly.com" ��battlecreek103.weebly.com� often to find the monthly newsletters, homework, announcements, pictures, and resources.


Reading: All reading instruction will be based on the Common Core State Standards: foundational language, informational reading, and literature. The whole class will engage in independent self-selected reading, shared readings, modeled reading by the teacher in both fiction and nonfiction texts. Small, guided reading groups will use a variety of reading material based on individual learning needs and goals. ReadyGEN is the reading curriculum used at the district level.


Math: The second grade Common Core State Standards cover operations and algebraic thinking, number and operations in base-ten, geometry, and measurement and data. A combination of Bridges and Engage New York curriculums are used with an emphasis on problem solving and strategic thinking. Due to the new Common Core standards, Bridges is supplemented by a variety of curriculum.


 Writing: Generating ideas, prewriting, revising, editing, publishing, handwriting, and spelling. Students learn these skills through modeled lessons, shared writing activities, and daily practice using the Writer’s Workshop approach and ReadyGEN.


2. Behavior Management: Classroom rules, positive behavior incentives, and collaboration with parents


3. Classroom Policies: Schedule, Specials, Homework, Birthdays, Star Student, Communication, and Volunteering 


Students will learn and acquire broad math and science skills with an emphasis on developing problem solving and mathematical thinking. Students learn in a variety of ways including: whole and small group instruction, individual, partner and small-cooperative groups. 


Students have multiple opportunities to build skills and learn effective strategies to solve problems in fun and engaging ways using math tools or manipulatives. They will also participate in class discussions that include sharing individual strategies for solving problems, making observations and looking for patterns. 











Back to School!
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During Writer’s Workshop, students will learn to plan, draft, revise and publish stories, poems, and reports. Students will develop basic writing skills such as writing the sounds they hear in words, capitalizing words using punctuation, and organization. Students will publish special pieces and invite you to join us in a final author’s celebration. I will let you know more about this later in the year.


By the end of the year, my hope is that all students in room 103 spell the first 136 high frequency words automatically in their writing. These words appear in 89% of our everyday reading and writing! Weekly sentence dictation tests will track their progress.
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 Over the course of a year, every student will have the opportunity to have the spotlight for a week by sharing information about his/her family, favorite things and interests. The star student will get to be special helper, line caboose and have other special privileges throughout the week. Students will also get the chance to take our stuffed animal home for the week and write about it in a class log. On Friday, the class will write letters to the star student. I will send out a star student schedule toward the end of September. The schedule will also be posted on the 103 website under downloads. I will send home an “All About Me” poster a week before your child’s scheduled time. Please be sure to finish the poster so that they are ready to present at the end of the week.





Star Student!





Bear Bucks 


Students can earn Bear Bucks for following the rules. When I “catch them being good”, I reward them with a buck. Students can also earn Bear Bucks for doing homework.


Lucky Duck


Each day, a student who follows the rules throughout the day is chosen to be Lucky Duck for the following day. He/she will get have special privileges such as having a stuffed duck at their desk for the day, being the line leader, being first to share, and picking the word of the day.


Fun Friday


Each Friday, students who have used their time well and finished their work, can participate in 15 minutes of free time in class. Students who did not complete their work use this time to finish up or reflect on their behavior choices.


Table Groups


Students are divided into table groups by shapes. Each week a student is assigned to be the table group captain for their table group. Part of their job is to get materials for their table group, distribute handouts, and sharpen pencils. To encourage students to always stay on task, I award table group points. The table group with the most points each week (or day) will get a special privileges and rewards such as being first to line up or get materials.

















Class Rules with Examples


Be Respectful: be kind to others, invite new people to play with you, raise hand to speak, help clean up, listen quietly while others are talking


Be Responsible: work hard, try your best, follow directions, take care of our class and materials, use your work time well, push yourself to reach goals


Be Safe: keep hands and feet to self, walk in building at all times, don’t use hands for hurting   
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Behavior Management





My goal related to behavior management is that students will understand and apply the rules in order to learn and build positive relationships with peers and school staff. We will practice following the rules daily during the first few weeks of school and review them throughout the year.  I praise and acknowledge students heavily to promote following the rules. 


At times consequences are necessary to teach limits and maintain a positive learning environment for all students. If a student has broken a rule, I will communicate what they need to do instead. This is done as privately as possible and unless a safety issue, it will usually start out as only a look or a gesture. 


If the student does not comply with my redirection, I will clearly tell them what they need to do to correct it and what will happen if they choose not to follow directions. I try hard to make a consequence fit the behavior. For example, if a student is wasting class time, I will warn them that if the off task behavior continues, they are choosing to spend some of their recess time. 


I will contact you if I observe that your child is not responding to the general consequences and rewards. We may set up a conference or a behavior support plan to help him or her become successful.


Below, I listed our classroom rules with examples. Please take some time on at least three occasions to discuss these rules with your child. It is important for them to share examples and non-examples of what it means to follow the rules.








Rewards and Privileges





Go to the 103 website to sign up for Remind. This will allow us to receive and send text messages.


e-mail: hutchings_carrie@salkeiz.k12.or.us


call the office to leave a message: 503- 


399-2062. I will do my best to call within 24 hours.


go to the 103 website and click on Contact Form








How to Contact Me:








Star Homework


Reading for 20 minutes daily is the only required aspect of Star Homework.  Your child will set a personal goal to earn 1-3 stars each night. Students must go down the list of work tasks in order to earn stars; in other words, they must read for 20 minutes, then do the next assignment on the list and so on. Typically, the assignments will be: reading for 20 minutes, a spelling activity, and a “bonus” activity. After your child has completed the homework for the night, you will need to sign it. Each completed activity is worth one Bear Buck. Spelling will consist of high frequency words: 5 new words, 5 review, and 5 challenge words taken from our science or social studies unit. At times, there may be special projects that are to be completed at home. For further detail, refer to the room 103 homework handout that will come home at the end of September when homework will begin. 


Reading Practice


Research shows that the best way to become a better reader is to read! Emerging readers need lots of guided practice with an adult for short time periods over multiple days. Please read with your child at least 5 times a week for 20 minutes. I will provide detailed information about how to make the best of your time and maximize success. 


Classroom Newsletter


At the first of every month, a newsletter will be sent home in the Monday folder and posted online. The newsletter includes information about current learning, announcements, and homework. 








 





Whole group snacks can be time consuming and complicated by food preferences and allergies. Students will have a chance to bring a mess-free snack. Bringing a snack is not a requirement. You can send one each day or send a weekly stash that will be stored in their cubby. Healthy snack examples include: granola or cereal bars, cheese, crackers, nuts, dried fruit, jerky, and pretzels. 





Birthdays





Birthdays are announced during calendar time. Many parents like to send treats to school. To promote health, we would prefer it if you donated a book to our class in honor of your child’s birthday. We have the child sign, date and glue a picture in the book. If you opt to send treats, we will have a birthday celebration every season. Our first birthday celebration will be held on the afternoon of October 30th. Please accommodate for any food allergies.





Snacks








Homework Folders and all school notices are sent home on Mondays. At the end of each month, a newsletter describing classroom news and announcements will be sent home. Please return weekly homework along with the folder by the following Monday.











Volunteers Welcome!





There are many ways to volunteer in room 103! You can volunteer in the classroom or do projects at home. Even an hour every once in a while makes a huge difference and is greatly valued by our class. If you haven’t already, please get a volunteer form from the office to start the process. A background check is required and does take a few weeks. Please refer to the Volunteer Opportunity handout for specific details on chances to volunteer. Go to the room 103 website to complete the online volunteer form. 














Check Backpack on Mondays








9:05-9:15 Students Arrive/ Morning Work


9:15-9:25 Morning Meeting and Number Corner 


9:25-10:25 PE, Music, or Media


10:25-11:30 Reading Workshop


11:30-12:00 Writing Workshop


12:00-12:45 Recess and Lunch


12:45-2:00 Math Workshop


2:00-2:30 Reading Intervention/Enrichment 


2:30-3:20 English Language Development & Science


 3:20-3:30 Announcements and Dismissal 
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Communication and Homework





Daily Schedule





Monday PE (wear PE shoes)


Tuesday Music and PE (wear PE shoes)	


Wednesday PE (wear PE shoes)


Thursday Media (return library book)


Friday PE and Music (wear PE shoes)








Specials Schedule








